


Patrick lived with his mother and a cow, and some hens, in
a tiny cottage in the middle of Ireland. They were poor, but
they were happy.
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Leprechauns are fairy sh 'émak(e'ﬁig’&They live in holes in the'v/'
ground and between the roots of trees. They are said to be
- very rich and wherever there is a leprechaun, there is sure
to be a pot old hidden somewhere close by':'/
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There were leprechauns living near the cottage where
Patrick lived with his mother. The wind had only to
stop blowing for an instant and Patrick’s keen ears

could hear the sound of their tiny hammers
hammering against leather.

It was Patrick’s dearest wish to find.@ p' C
first he had to find a leprechaunsdo show hir

there was one ﬂo_";,"l ‘
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~ “If you happen to see a leprechaun,” said Patrick’s mother,
at least once every day, “Do not take your eyes off him for a

moment. If you do, he will disappear and then you will
never find a pot of gold.”
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“Quick! Look behind you! Your house is burning!”
Patrick almost did look THAT time.

“You’re holding me too tight,” squealed the leprec

al”
.

“You’re squeezing the breath out of




“It’s no good trying to trick me,” said Patrick. “I'm not
letting you go until you tell me where your gold is hidden.”

“I’ll show you where it is,” said the leprechaun.

Patrick took off his braces, tied them round the
leprechaun’s waist and put him on the ground.




‘NOW you can show me,” said Patrick, without letting go of
the braces. The leprechaun led him to a field of thistles.

“It’s under THAT thistle,” said the leprechaun, pointing to
an extra prickly one. “You’ll need a spade to dig it up. You
had better go home and get one.”




Patrick ran
when he rea
and howled. He




not have a scarlet for a beIt. Theflepr
him after all.




His mother had told him not to take his eyes off the
leprechaun, hadn’t she, and when Patrick put the
leprechaun in his pocket, that is exactly what he had done.
He never saw another leprechaun and so he never found a
pot of gold. His mother said, it was entirely his own fault.







