


Once upon a time, there was a littl

belonged to a long dynasty of brave Japanese warrlors, e
samurais, and her mother to a wealthy family of bankers.




Still, Yoko felt she belo

—_—l

everything a girl could dream’ of— except time wi
parents, or a true frignd.




After school, Yoko studied music and art with her tutor,
and once that class was over, an older girl was assigned
to play with her.
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Whenever she could, Yoko ran
to the courtyard of a mearby
temple. There, she wrote a
wish on a piece of paper and
tied it around a tree branch.
Seeing her wish next to other
people’s wishes made her feel
less alone.



When war between Japan and the United
States broke out, Yoko’s family had to
escape to the countrysigl‘e.
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. She was left with nothing but her ;
v W . . . RV
. -~ imagination. To make the hunger go away, £ og
she created delicious menus in Qer mir1d ot * ?""“
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After the war, Yoko went back to school. One of her
classmates was Prince Akihito, the future emperor of Japan.




ree spirit was
more interested in ‘
eeting other artists, and
she moved to New York
to study art.
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Yoko began writing poems with instructions to help people

create their own piece of art. They looked like simple black

and white notes, but they were hiding a beautiful idea that
would make anyone who read them think ... and smile.




nts for all he{r avant-garde friends.
| |




Even though she had been married twice, Yoko felt lonely.
She created a room where every object was cut in two. It
was her way of saying that living with another person can be
difficult sometimes.




She was preparing an art exhibit in London when a famous
singer called John Lennon came to see her work.




Yoko invited him to climb a ladder with a spyglass at the top.
Looking through it, he read the most encouraging word:

“YES.”




Yoko and John welcomed the whole world on their
honeymoon, setting up a peace camp in their hotel room.
They sang a song from bed that became an anthem for the
anti-war movement.




- AtlJohn’s side, Yoko became the world’s- most famous—

unkn?sg;/n artist. She comiposed music with a unique style and
inspired her husband to explore his creative side. Together

the t beautiful songs ever: Imagine.
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Sadly, one day
John was killed.
To honour him,
Yoko decided to

create a tower

of light in the
middle of a
frozen island.

She called it the

Imagine Peace

Tower and
underneath it,
she buried a
piece of paper
with a wish. The
first of rpaﬁy




world have Jomed little Yoko’s. and she hOpes to never s
counting. Because a dream dreamt afoge_is just a dram, but a
dream dreamt together becomes a reality.







Born to wealthy parents, Isoko and Eisuke Ono, Yoko was
the eldest of three children. Yoko’s mother was a painter
and although her father wanted to be a concert pianist,
he gave up his dream to become a banker. Wanting to
let his daughter explore her artistic talents, he sent Yoko
to music school at the age of four — but then showed
little interest in her music.




As a child, Yoko would ring her maid just so that she could see

someone, as her parents were too busy with work to spend

)

time with her. In 1945




American planes bombed Tokyo during the war, forcing Yoko
and her family to flee into the countryside. For the first time in
their lives, they had to forage for food, travelling from farm to
farm with just a few possessions. This was a hard time for the
family, but Yoko used it as an experience to make her strong.




The next year, her school reopened and she continued her
education she graduated in 1951, and moved to New York to
study at an arts college. There she became friends with
musicians and artists such as John Cage, Peggy Guggenheim
and Jasper Johns.




She was soon an important person in the performance and
visual arts scene, driven by a desire to do something that
mattered to the world.




John Lennon, a famous musician and member of The Beatles,
came to see one of her shows in London. The two fell in love,

drawn together by their passion for words and music. They
went on to make art and a family together, and were a couple
until his death in 1980.




Yoko continues to make art and speak out today, believing

that “you can change the world by being yourself.”
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