


Trees are the tallest living things in the world, but they are
born from tiny seeds. Growing to their full height can take
100 years. Here’s how a young oak sprouts from a little
acorn, to grow taller than a house.




If a seed lands in moist soil in a wa
changes start to happen. The seed sw
splits open. A tiny root pokes down to ta

Seeds are full of
food to keep the
seedling going
until it can make
its own food.




Getting Ta _,

A small, green shoot pushes up through
first leaves unfurl in the sunlight, the youn
its own food. A new, little tree is born.
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A young tree is
called a seedling
or sapling




Growing 0 |

Humans grow during their childhood, b
we become adults. Trees are different —
growing. What’s more, they can live at least five times as

long as we do. At 100 years old, many trees are still
youngsters! .
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No living thing goes on forever. Trees can live for hundreds
of years, but in the end even they grow old and die. Winds
shake the dead tree until its trunk cracks and it comes

crashing to the ground.




A New Home

»But that’s not the end of the story. A dead tree
becomes a home for thousands of small
creatures that like damp, dark places. Little
beasts such as slugs, worms, woodlice,
centipedes, insects and spiders move in.







Recycling Nutrients

»Minibeasts and fungi feast on rotten wood and
break it down. This allows the raw materials
that formed the tree to return to the soil.
These nutrients feed young trees and other
plants, giving them a good start in life.




Beetles lay their eggs under the bark. When the
grubs hatch, they feed on the rotten wood.




Vegetation

Moss, ferns and flowers take root in the
squelchy, nutritious woof of rotten logs and
tree stumps. Fungi spread their threads
through the damp wood, and mushrooms
sprout from the trunk.




The fallen tree has left a gap in the forest
canopy, which allows light to reach the ground.
This helps seedlings to flourish. Sometimes a
seedling will even sprout from a log.







Trees grow and change so slowly that it’s hard to tell how
busy they really are. Year after year, trees stand still and
silent, but there’s a lot going on under the surface.




Trees are Mysterious Things

Recentlyyscientists have found out that the trees in a forest
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We Know Trees Have Senses

They:.can smell, taste, touch and feel pain, like we do.
se danger and defend themselves against
are qu’% that there’s a lot more to trees

““than we ever imagined.







Life in the natural world is tough. It’s easier for trees to
survive when they help one another. Trees living in a
forest grow best if all the trees are healthy. If one tree is
in trouble, the others help it. Trees also work together to
make the forest warmer and more sheltered in winter
and cooler, damper, and shadier in summer.
















