Girls Who Grew “0)-
Up to Change the —

S

Sophia Loren Virginia Hall









Sophia’s nickname was
Toothpick.

She grew up in Naples, Italy,
during the Second World War,
sharing a small apartment with

her mom, her sister, her
grandparents and her aunt and
uncle. Nobody ever had enough
to eat.



Sophia’s mom had often dreamt of
becoming an actress, so when she heard
that extras were needed on a film shoot

in Rome, she packed her bags and

headed off, taking Sophia with her.




an actress herself.
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By t "'is_ tin\‘ne, the skinny little toothpick had
lqloSso,med into a beautiful young woman.
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Directors were
attracted first by her
beauty. But they f"
quickly found out that
Sophia was also a
incredible actre



Soon enough, she
became the face of
the Italian cinema.
Comedies, drama,
rillers — she starred in
them all.




With her m
of humour,
her stro
Sophia em
country’s ) toR
bounce back after the long, ;
hard years of war, and to =
work toward a brighter
future.
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Hollywood also notice
Sophia’s talent, a
before long, produc
were falling over e
other to sign her to
next big fil



She put that special
sparkle into the golden
age of American cinema.










Once upon a time, there
was a woman with a
wooden leg. Her name
was Virginia, and she
called her leg Cuthbert.

Though she walked with
a limp, Virginia was
amazingly determined.



When the Second 2
World War broke 5
out, she joined '.,.'-,,‘f
British Special
Forces..




... and set off across the

English Channel to help

the French Resistance
fight the Nazis.
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S/['rgihia was a master of disguise.
One time, she pretended to be an
elderly milkmaid. She dyed her
hair grey, put on a long skirt, and
shuffled along so no one could
see she had a limp.
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She managed to send out

secret radio messages

telling the Allies abou

Germantroop

-
movements. It }
|ncred|bly da '—@ Us,
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The Limpin s C
most danger all Allied spies. The Naz
Il over France, bu;\f’

one step ahead of the




Once, she almost died crossing the Pyrenees Mountains on
foot in the middle of winter. She radioed a message to
London: “Having trouble with Cuthbert.”

They didn’t realise she was talking about her leg. “If Cuthbert
is giving you difficulty,” they replied, “have him eliminated!”
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