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Once upon a time, there
was a girl who loved science
and ballet. She was equally
talented at both, but
everyone said: “You’ll have
to choose Science or art?
Physics or ballet?
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Merritt tried to give up
ballet many times. She
even burned her pointe
shoes! But she always
started dancing again.






At the same time, she was also
researching physics at Harvard
University. One minute she
would be in her tutu and
pointe shoes, and the next
she’d be in a lab coat.



It was hard. “Sometimes | felt
overwhelmed,” she said. “I
would be in the lab for twenty
hours a day, even sleeping
there. But | knew | had to
dance.” She would take a
break from work, sneak out to
a stairwell, and practice ballet
there. When she did, she
found that she came back to
the lab with a fresh
perspective.



“I think it’s so important for
scientists to explore art. You have
to think about concepts with
imagination and creativity.”



The two parts of her life came
together beautifully in a dance
piece called Zero Point, which
explored a concept form
guantum physics called zero-
point energy.



Today, Merritt is finishing her PhD at Oxford University,
and she still keeps dancing.




Her favourite quote is from one of the greatest
scientists in history. Albert Einstein:

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your
balance, you must keep moving.”

And that’s just what Merritt intends to do!
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there was a little
who interviewed




She also interviewed
her corncob dolls, and
she was so good at
eciting from the Bible

neople nicknamed




Her name was
Oprah and she
loved to talk,
but her family
didn’t listen.







Her grandmother
never let her cry,
even when she

- beat the girl.
- “People will think
you’'re weak,” she
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First, she joined the
public speaking team in
high school, then she
took a job at a local
radio station, and
eventually she joined a
Baltimore TV news
show as a co-anchor.
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Oprah though her career was over. Instead, while interviewing and ice
cream seller, she discovered her greatest talent. People started to
love the show because she really listened to her guests.

If they cried, she felt their sadness, if they were angry, she understood
their pain. And if they were happy, she laughed with them.
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to television, launched her own network, anc
became a multi-millionaire a’r]d 6ne of the most |
generous philanthr‘opists'in history.
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