Girls Who Grew ﬂ
Up to Change the el
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He explained that there were two ways to get the answer: a
long and boring one, and a short and beautiful one that a
mathematician called Carl Friedrich Gauss had discovered

when he was still in elementary school.



1T + 2 + 3 + 4+ ...

100+ 99 + 98 + 97+ ...

101+ 101+ 101 +101+. ..




Maryam was hooked.

igh school, she cgppeféd in the International Mathematical

lympiad, winning a gold med f

in two consecutive years. f .
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Maryam found joy in

discovering simple,
elegant solutions to

these complicated

problems.

“The more time |

spend doing

mathematics the
more excites | get!”




One day, her phone rang. “You’ve won the Fields
Medal,” said a voice on the other end of the line.
Maryam hung up, thinking it was a joke.



But it wasn’t! She was the first Iranian-and the first
woman in history — to win the world’s most prestigious
award for mathematics.






“I was not content at home, | wanted to live like
a colourful butterfly in the sun.”



r. It said, “Wanted: bride.” -

med Margareth
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There, she studied
the local traditiqg:s
and joined a dance

company.



But her n



At that time, anything from “the exotic east” was very
fashionable so she pretended to be a Hindu temple dancer. She
draped herself in veils and even gave herself a stage name:
Mata Hari, meaning “eye of the day” in the Malay language.



She danced with grace of a
wild animal. She wore
skimpy costumes, a bra

studded with jewels, and
skin-coloured body
stockings. She became an
instant hit!






She travelled across
Europe by train and by
boat. She dyed and
changed her hairstyle
many times and became a
master of disguise.
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But the French wrongly
suspected that she was
also spying for the
Germans, and they
arrested her as a double
gent. with invisible ink.
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Mata Hari died as she had

lived: fearless and free.
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