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‘ o pay for the conflict. So, they
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Hortensia was one of
them. She didn’t think it
made sense that women
had no say in a decision

that affected them,
however, so she decided

to do something about it.



At first, she tried to persuade the triumvirs” wives to talk to their
husbands, but she wasn’t successful. Flavia, Marc Antony’s wife,
was more interested in protecting her husband’s decision than
her own rights, and she threw Hortensia out of her house.



- Outraged, Hortensia pushed her way into the tribunal a “'“
~ her g;ase'with a memorable speech. “Why should we finance
~ your war,” she demanded, “when we have no say in thew—
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ment, no honours, and no part in public office:




~ We would gladly pay taxes to help protect our country agai St
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foreign ipva§ion, bu’q you cannot force us to sponsor your civil \




- The triumvirs were furious. But Hortensia convinced so
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peop}e with her speech that the three rulers had to listen ha
o listen to her brilliant reasonmg and in the end, th
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Hortensia is one of only three Roman women of the Republic
who are recorded as giving formal public speeches. She was the
daughter of the famous orator Quintus Hortensius.
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She came from a poor family, and her parents hoped
she would pursue a solid career in law or economics.
But she decided to study literature.



One day, she found herself
completely broke. As a single
mother with no job and no
money, Joanne experienced
the pain of the failure that
her parents had always
warned her about.



Everything she owned
was in a suitcase,
including the first three
chapters of a story about
a boy with magic powers.













Her agent told her that she
shouldn’t expect to make
money out of her writing, but
naturally Joanne decided to
keep going.
















