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One night, Ellen dreamt of a
bird in a cage. In the dream,
the bird realised that there
was enough space between
the bars to fly away. Ellen
knew exactly what the
dream meant.
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At the time, her bosses thought that if the show’s fans
knew she was lesbian, they would stop watching.




But keeping silent
didn’t feel right to
Ellen. She didn’t want
hide anymore, and
e wanted other gay

ople across the
to see that they
e not alone.



So, in one of the episodes of her show, her
character came out to her therapist, who was
played by Oprah Winfrey. It was the first time in
history that a lead character on a television
program was openly gay.






l"55"7.._Then one day, the phone

~ rang. “Would you like to "

~ play a fish with memory
~ issues in a new Pixar

movie?” the caller asked.

Ellen was ecstatic.
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Today, Ellen is a supersta
received the Presidential
of Freedom for her courag
her talk show is watch
everyday by millions of pe




“Find out who you are and figure out what you
believe in,” she likes to say. “Even if it’s different from
what your neighbours believe in and different from
what your parents believe in.”
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She spent the whole day
making a painting of the
door. Then she stepped back
and looked at the canvas.

There was something not
quite right, something
missing. So, she started

another painting.

This one was better than the
first, she decided, but it still
wasn’t quite right.
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She loved it there,
where the desert light
was strong and clear,

and the Iandscape\;_ =3
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