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In a small village in Croatia, in the midst of a deafening
thunderstorm, a boy called Nikola was born. The midwife
worried that the thunder was a bad sign.

‘This child will be a child of darkness,” she said.

‘No,” Nikola’s mother replied, ‘he will be a child of light.’



From a young age, Nikole had a lot of grand plans. After
seeing a drawing of Niagara Falls, three of the most powerful
waterfalls in the world, Nikola told his uncle that one day
he’d put a giant wheel under it and use it to make power.



When he was older, he moved to America to start putting his
plans into action.

While there, he became extremely afraid of germs and round

objects. He would never shake hands with anyone. He also

became obsessed with the number three. He would walk

around a building three times before going inside. And he =
wasn’t able to speak to anyone w(é%-ring pea «L:’
) 4




\ o : | -
etter on his research.

S
he did.










ossed the power ‘ B
te entire cities.










As he grew older, Oscar became a famous poet and 7
playwrlght and was often seen wandermg around dressed in
strange clothes an g huge flowers.




~ He was known everywhere for being hilarious, confident and
loud, but people said that if he ever f.f--' | talking about his
sister, which he often did, he’d ot or and softer.







Oscar was gay ( ?9“ in love with a young lord whose
) -
was gruel and intolerant.
=4 “




g

e
sen

tenced to two years of hard |

S > !












o

Roald was sent away to & chool as a boy. He

didn’t like all the rule how Cadbury’s
would send new  for his class to
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And he did, until war broke out and he signed up as a fighter
pilot, soaring over the islands of the Mediterranean.
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Like Matilda Wormwood, who discovers she has
psychokinetic powers and uses them to overcome adults
who harm children.




@vil giants that eat human beans.

Or Sophie, who teams up with snozzcumbermunching BFG
to put an end to the




And Charlies Bucket, who finds a ticket to a magical
chocolate factory, similar to the place Roald imagined was
sending him all those chocolates as a boy.




‘Those wha

don’t believe in magic will n
find it,” Roald said.
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ven today children visit his grave to sa
thanks for all the stories.



Salvador Dali
(1904-1989)













ade films, sculptures and bizarre dreamlike paintings,
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clouds egs as tall as skyscrapers.
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School bored Stephen, so he was thrilled when it finished and he
could move to university in Cambridge, to learn about
cosmology, the study of everything to do with our universe.

Stephen had a lot of big questions. How did the universe start?
And why? What came before it? And what exactly are black
holes?

He had a special mind and his work quickly impressed everyone.



Then, when Stephen was twenty-one, his friends and family
started to notice that he would trip over and sometimes lose
control of his words.



They were worried. They sent him to a doctor, who diagnosed
him with a disease called ALS, which meant that Stephen’s body
was slowly shutting down. The doctors said that he only had two

more years togv.e.
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Growing up was difficult for Steven. His family was Jewish and
neighbours and kids at school would shout insults at him
because of it.



One night, Steven snuck out of his bedroom and covered all
their neighbours’ windows in peanut butter. When they
confronted his mum, she laughed and told them she was

proud of him. But Steven still often felt uncomfortable about

being Jewish.





















