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Baldwin IV
(1161-1185)




In the year 1174, Baldwin’s father died and he was crowned
King of Jerusalem. He was thirteen years old. He also had
leprosy, a disease that had no cure. People with leprosy tended
to have shrunken fingers and toes, their hands and feet often
. needed cutting off due to infection and their eyes would

\\\ darken until nothing could be seen out of them.
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King Baldwin didn’t let that stop him from riding out with
army. He always fought besides his men as if 1 st as fit
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But the plan fell apart when Baldwin got sick and a lot of his
allies left.

Saladin knew then that Jerusalem was weak. He seized this
opportunity and sent his army of 26,000 men to take the town.
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He was so unwell, one write " at the tin e described
being ‘half dead’. His bloody hands were wra
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But seeing h small the king’s force was, Saladin ignored it
~ompletely and kept riding for Jerusalem.
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errified, fearing for their homes
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Somehow, they completely destroyed the invading forces:
500 men rescued their city from a force of 26,000.
Jerusalem was saved.
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Over 800 years later, a Ho
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It seems ok ous now, but it wasn’t back then. At the time,
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EomplItE‘rs were the size of ovens and couldn’t do any
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Once school was over, Bill’s dad pressured him to go out to
university to study law. Bill went, but his heart wasn’t really in
it. All he could think about was computers. He kept imagining
how they could become windows to everything we wanted to

know about the world.
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